i ATGOFION O’R BORTH
rrnaeny —wyresta v Cymndeithas Ddinesig Bro Porthaethwy

Menai Bridge — Gateway to Anglesey

Mae Cymdeithas
Ddinesig Bro Porthae-
thwy yn diweddaru ei
chofnodion, ffoto-
graffau a’i Gwefan er
mwyn ei gwneud yn
haws i’r aelodau eu
gweld. Byddwn yn
ceisio ychwanegu at y
rhain yn gyson drwy
gydol y flwyddyn ac yn
cyhoeddi pigion

da’ch Cylchlythyr.

ae croeso mawr bob
amser i gyfraniadau
newydd, yn ogystal a
help i adnabod pobl yn

y lluniau.

Ewch i’n Gwefan yn
www.menaibridge

civicsociety.org.uk

Bridge and District
Civic Society is updat-
ing its records, photo-
graphs and Website
to make them more
accessible to mem-
bers. Woe will try to
add to these regularly
throughout the year
and publish extracts
with your Newsletter.
New contributions are
always welcome, as is
help with identifying
people in photo-
graphs.
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Menai Bridge and District Civic Society
MEMORIES OF MENAI BRIDGE

Memories of Menai Bridge Volume 20

Memories of V.E. N one
Day, V.J. Day, the LG e i

end of War and HE W ‘(.)RLD
Memorial. Jilpan submits to

MacArthur will

Since issuing Volume 18
of Memories we have
been pleased to receive
more ‘memories’ of VE
Day, V| Day, of the end of
the War and of how
Menai Bridge (and be-
yond) came to terms as
best it could, with that
incredible time in our re-
cent history.  Following
VE Day on 8th May 1945
the war in the Far East
and Pacific continued until its conclusion
at Hiroshima and Nagasaki. Japan surren-
der on the I5th August , with a formal
surrender ceremony on board the USS
Missouri on 2nd September. Two weeks
later, on 12 September 1945 at 11.10 am,
local time, another Japanese surrender
ceremony was held at the Municipal Build-
ing of Singapore (now known as City
Hall), which was accepted by Lord Louis
Mountbatten. It officially ended the Japa-

| We are grateful to Mike Sedgewick of
Chandler’s Ford, Hampshire for sharing

the V] front page of the News Chronicle..

nese Occupation of Southeast Asia.
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(umed to their LiverDool homcs Dur-
— A ] ing their long stay they were shown
led by | every kindness and consideration.
DANCE.—The dance held on the
Pier on Monday night realised the
s sum of £32 in aid of the local Wel-
:ades- come Home Fund. -
h by| PERSONAL.—Miss Eirlys R. Jones,
3rd, | Bryn Awel, who has been doing school
practice at Llanfair P.G. Council
)dis- School, has been accepted to carry
iving { out her training at St. Mary’s College,

Bangor.
ould JOINED THE FORCES. — Alwyn
Ives | Williams, Bryn Menai, has been called
up for military duties and left home
this week.
BOWLING.—The results of the
bowling matches last week were:
Faelog 164, R.AF. 110; Cadnant 135,
prief § Aethwy 133.

Mrs FFAIR FAWR.—The inhabitants of
'Wil- § the town are very anxious to know
the § what is to happen to the big fair in
ngi- | October next. During the last six
pars | years the old-fashioned fair had
the | almost ceased to exist and the street
cent | stalls have practically disappeared.

ot ad A A bed BN

Text (on cream background) is from the
Holyhead Mail and Chronicle of May and
August 1945. Local papers did not at that
time print news on the front page; the
front page was reserved for classified ad-
vertisements. ‘War news’ was mixed in
with local news and everyday advertise-
ments.We are grateful to Anglesey Ar-
chives for their help in sourcing these doc-
uments. At present (October 2020) access
to microfiche records is limited but actual
copies of the Holyhead papers were availa-

ble and are reproduced here.

|[dyn | It is hoped that the Council will take
|steps to see that the fair regains
| some of its ancient glory, if only for
1 the sake of the help it gave the rates.
__WON MILITARY CROSS.—Lieut.
Nyn Llovd Jones, son of Mr R. H.
Jones, B.A., J.P., schoolmaster, is now
home on leave from the B.LA. His
‘mend.s wmxg very pleased to

Janet Potter said - When
VE Day came

| was away at school in Cirencester.
After the excitement of climbing on
the roof (forbidden) and decorating
the gateposts (allowed) we went up
the road to the Parish Church to join
in the very moving thanksgiving service.
You couldn’t have got another person
into the Church, and ‘All People That
on Earth Do Dwell’ nearly took the
roof off.
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’EEGAL CINEMA BEAUMARIS — 123

Continuous from 5.30 Wednesday and Saturday 2.30
Week Commencing MONDAY, AUGUST 20¢h, 1945

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday Thursday, Friday, Saturday
JON HALL

Ronald Colman |
d | LOUIS ALLBRITTON

KISMET | say pizco
7 I LOV'E YOU

RLENE DIETRICH
ks,

i

Regal Cinema— was in the lower end of Rating Row,
where it crosses Little Lane, now flats.

lle lu |V L.
FOR
WT H_ Jon68$

V. : LAC.
from their S0D: Po o in July .
jeft early for the Pacifi¢

F., who :
?El;lpress of Ausmélana
e II: arﬁnllgarbﬁur “Honohnu. :
AL ; ea £ n S’
4‘?3‘321%15 A4 the Admiralty sl
*j'xlleir dest';nat'ﬁn;
A V-J. Day all 18
z)i‘?ned by the shiPS .Qapt%r\le
;Vging Comman%ier‘ giving
:'. r .
ﬂm,;urrende Japan.

S e—
—

28, ‘”5’,

{.uxor Cinema
MENAI BRIDGE

g 6 48 p.m. Matinee Sat.
h“b;!;O..(N-OnT C N"'.I'INUOUS).
Prices 1/-, 1/9 & 2/3.

. SE~TEMBER,

DR,
pru

Monday and Tn;eud-y

LAURA

Gene Tierney and Dana Andrews
Drama

Wednesday and Thursday

THE LODGER

GeorgeSanders, Laird Cregar.
Drama

The end of the War. At the time | was with my
family, on holiday in Filey, Yorks. Picnics and games were
organised for us children on some waste ground at the
rear of our lodgings.

Celebrations. | was allowed to stay up late and take
part. | won a prize for coming in the first 10 in the 100
yards race. It was probably only about 50 yards but
seemed far enough to my 8 year old legs. The prize was
2d (tuppence), enough to buy a small ice cream. | did bet-
ter in the apple-bobbing race and came in first with the
apple in my mouth. | got the apple and 5d. There was a
Tug of War, a 3 legged race, a sack race run in heats as
there were only a few sacks.

Post war depression Afterwards it was a great disap-
pointment. All my life | had been told that | could not have
sweets because there was a war; no cake because there
was a war, not enough to eat because there was a war; no
toys because there was a war; no sugar on my porridge
because... Well then, on the first day of peace, where
were the sweets, cakes, food, toys etc? Even when | got to
University there were still rations and we were issued
with 2 pieces of bread and a pat of butter every day for
tea. Some of the well-off guys even had jam.

By Mike Sedgwick, chandlersfordtoday.co.uk/
about/chandlers-ford/



https://chandlersfordtoday.co.uk/author/edward-sedgwick/
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ANZAC DAY 25 April, 1946 Brigadier K. L. Stewart, C.B.E]

Binisg Troops Representative of :
Royal Navy and Royal Indian Na
Held By
Liewtenant-General John N

theott C.B., MV.O,

9 New Zealand Infantry Brigade

CommanderinChief

34 Australian Infantry Brigade
2/5 Royal Gurkha Rifles
Divisional Troops, British and Indil
A British Commonwealth Base

are

British Commonwealth Air Group
JAPAN

Bands:

2 Battalion Royal Welch Fusiliers

® New Zoaland Infantry Brigade

Jack Kneale was an Engi-
neer in the Merchant Navy
during WW2. He was present
during some of the most danger-

34 Australian Infantry Brigade
Kumaon Regimental Band

) § Infantry Brigade, British and In|

After the end of the War Norman Kneale joined
the Blue Funnel Line (known as the

PARADE coumano] Welsh Navy!) and sailed out to the Far East himself.

As late as 1948/9 the Blue Funnel Line repatriated for-
mer crew members who were recovering from their
ordeal in Singapore.

Norman’s father Jack, was also with the Blue Funnel Line
and in 1946 was present when the Allied Forces cele-
brated Anzac Day in Kure on the 25th April 1946. Ku-
re is the main harbour, | | miles from Hiroshima, both

bombed some 8 months previously.

ey

ous work e.g. convoys to help provision Malta, the land-
ings at Anzio. In 1946 he was present at the Anzac
Day parade in Kure when representatives of the oc-
cupying forces took part. Kure was a major port | | miles
from Hiroshima and had itself been devastated by bombing.
Thanks to Norman Kneale for use of the documents above.

Four Merchant Navy seamen from Menai Bridge were killed
during the War

Approximately 185,000 seamen, including 40,000 men of
Indian, Chinese and other nationalities, served in the Mer-
chant Navy during the war. Their vessels ranged in size from
large cargo and passenger ships to small tramp ships and
coastal vessels. 30,248 merchant seamen lost their lives
during World War Two, a death rate that was higher pro-

portionately than in any of the armed forces.

Norman Kneale recalls, “ Cyril and Jack
Chapman both lived in Chapel Street , Menai Bridge.
Cyril was called up and joined the Royal Navy and eventually
became a ‘sick berth attendant’ on a Destroyer. Just prior
to ‘D Day’ his ship was anchored, with many others, off
Moelfre. He was so close to home so he took the risk and
managed to get ashore, then borrowed the local Bobby’s
bike and rode off home to see his parents for just a couple
of hours, before biking it back to Moelfre. I've no idea how
he got away with it, but he did!”

Editor: Believed to be part of the 40 plus Western Ap-
proaches group commanded by Capt. Walker. The fleet of
some forty-odd destroyers, sloops, frigates and corvettes
sheltered, half hidden by flying spray and sleet in a gale,
making final arrangements and the go ahead for D Day. The
Fleet was to guard the D Day invasion force from attack by
U-Boats. (See www.bbc.co.uk/history/ww2peopleswar/

stories/18/a5104018.shtml

Kure Docks, February 1947. Royal

Welch Fusiliers and Cameron High-
landers embarking on MS Dilwarra,
bound for Malaya. Photo thanks to

Selwyn Williams.

The British Military Authority currency issues were
introduced in 1942. They were needed to make sure the
economies of the countries which Britain occupied dur-
ing the war could still keep going. They were intended
for use in Tripolitania (part of Italian Libya), Madagascar,
French North Africa, Italy, the Balkans and Greece.
Most only lasted for the duration of the war but in Trip-
olitania, which eventually got it's own separate issue,
they lasted until 1951.

The British Commonwealth Occupation Force
(BCOF) was the British Commonwealth taskforce con-
sisting of Australian, British, Indian and New Zealand
military forces in occupied Japan, from 21 February 1946

until the end of occupation in 1952.

The McKie Family from Bangor.
Details of what happened to the Mckie family after the

fall of Singapore is given in a separate ‘Memories’. Many
civilians died in internment camps and far more service-

men and local people died in forced labour camps.



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_Commonwealth
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Australian_Defence_Force
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_Armed_Forces
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_Indian_Army
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Zealand_Defence_Force
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Occupation_of_Japan
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MENAI BRIDGE WELCOME HOME FUND

Welcome Home Gift of £16

=g
Menai Bridse Welcome Home

Fund.

It was in November, 1944 that the Townspcople of Menai
Bridge decided to create a fund, with the title of *“The Menai
Bridge Welcome Home Fund,” for the purpose of presenting
a gift to each of the men and women of the Forces who svr\‘n!_
in the Second World War. ‘The Campaign, with a target of
£5,000, was started in April, 1943, and the full obejctive was
reached in August, 1948, just fourteen months later.

A perusal of the Subscription List and Balance Sheet, will
give, perhaps, some ide2 of the immensity of the effort, and the
wholehearted support which the project received from the
community.

As a result of this magnificent effort, 317 Serving Men aad
Women of the Town received a cheque for £15 15s. Od.  1In
the case of the Fallen, the gift was presented to the next of kin.

In submitting this financ ial report, the Committee and Orga
isers desire to place on record their most sincere thanks 1o each
and everyone who helped the effort in any way. In view of
the fact that most of the Townspeople took some active share
in the campaign, a published list of all who help2d would be
unwieldy, and as efforts great and small were acknowledged
from time to time in the “Welcome Home Fund Bulletin,” it
is felt that such a list would be mere repetition and therefore
unnecessary.

DistrIiCT 1

Canvassy : Miss OSBORNE, 4, Bridge Street

wUis
N P

Miss Roberts, The Marquis

Mrs. Jones, Tea Gardens

Mr. & Mrs. F. O. Coulthard, Fern Bank

Miss E. Roberts, Craig Menai

Mr. & Mrs. Waddicor, Blondel House JRERLL L DN
Mrs. Richards & the Misses Richards, Dridge-endCafe 1
Mrs. Parry, Bell Cottage

Mr. & Mrs. D. Llcyd Roberts, 27, Cadnant Road

Miss Edith Roberts, 27, Cadnant Road

ot NS WO
SO0
<o <

10 0
10 0

Mrs. Gilmour, Bridge Street SRR O 5

Lady Owen, Anglesey Arms Hotel ... ... ... .. 4 4 0
Mrs. Goodwin, do. b B o e S S I

Miss Hughes ... ... ... oo 0 i e e 8 80
Mr: & Mrs. Jones, River View ... ... .. .. ... 10 0 0
Mr. & Mrs. J. S. \\'illia.m? T e T

Mrs. W. M. Owen, Brynteg ... ...
Messrs. Chisholm, 4, Bridge Street
Mrs. Henry Evans, 2, Bridge Str
Mr. David Evans, do.
Miss 1.. Evans, do.
Miss C. M. Osborne, 4, Bridge St

Celebration and fund raising

tea party in Menai Bridge 1 947.
Do you know the names of

anyone present?

Photo: reproduced, with
thanks, from the collection of
Rachel Williams and Wel-
come Home from the collec-
tion of Maureen Parry-

Williams.

is worth about £650 pounds today. The
average wage in 1946 was £255 a
year, beer cost 6p a pint, butter 4p
for 250 grams, bread 2p and sugar
4p per kilo.

It seems strange today that a list
was published of all contributions
but there was a pride in what the
community accomplished for its
317 Serving Men and Women.
The population of Menai Bridge in
1939 was about only about 2900,
(see www.visionofbritain.org.uk/

unit/10213060/)
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Motor Torpedo
Boat, undergoing
trials on the Strait.
Built in Beaumaris at
Saunders Roe, the
building of fast pa-
trol boats contin-
ued well into the
1950s. Later Pochin
built ‘Anglesey| and
2’, based at Prince’s
Pier. The latter was
one of the most
powerful diesel
craft, taking part in
Offshore Powerboat

Races.
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did not return
home until
1947, Attlee’s
Labour Gov-
ernment
swept into
power and
extended the

Rationing and after the War.
Tea was still rationed until 1952 and then the following year sugar and eggs

became freely available as did, finally, cheese and meats in 1954. The average
wage was £255 per year. Beer was 6p a pint! Some servicemen and women

Welfare State.

Y ——
OUT and heep It @ & guide

| to get your |
/mew Ration Book !

UGH AND O SWEN RURAL

R r'o(gwcovaROL AREAS

D
ibuting OfMoce—
Centra! Distri oL ROAD, BANGOR.

EINI
BRITISH RESTAURANT, D th JUNE, 1945.
pen continuously from ath JUNE to 30
o - v 10 a.m. to & p.m.

— CUT THIS

-

How

Stephen Ward was in school in
Merthyr Tydfil during the War. He

says, “ It was a time of hardship and worry but it
also brought about change. Work came again
after the ‘Depression’ and cultural organisations
flourished.*

The Committee for Encouragement of Music
and the Arts (CEMA) set up in 1940, with John
Maynard Keynes as its Chair, set up many local
groups. It is now the Arts Council. In Merthyr
there was an active Drama Society and three
choirs, including the Dowlais Choir. Concert
performances of opera in Cardiff were treasured
and fostered a lifelong love of music. Imagine 4d
for the fare down to Cardiff and 1d for coffee.

The Miners’ Hall in Merthyr was in great de-
mand, used to put on plays from the ‘West End’.
One night in the blackout Stephen helped Sybil
Thorndyke back to her digs. He had Sybil
Thorndyke on one arm and his Nain on the oth-
er, discussing the play Sheppey they had just
seen. Miss Thorndyke gave them two more tick-
ets so they could attend to see Medea the next
night. His Nain missed Bible Study that night.

D Day Landing Craft.
Technically the War ended in 1945 but the after

effects continued for many years. Some troops
didn’t return home until 1946, rationing didn’t
finish until 1954 and housing was in short supply
and expensive. Margaret Gervis and her
husband to be, John, were midwifery and medical
students in London. Short of money they bought
a Landing Craft for £128 and converted it, with
the help of friends, into a cosy home moored on
the Thames. Nicknamed the Patriarch did it go
to Normandy? Who did it carry - they never did
discover but it provided a lovely home and start

to their married life.

am:‘n“ P o e . to 12 m«mT SN

1 HE POLLOWING SUB-OFFICES WILL BF OPE'Y‘"NII';-“(‘ Byt

M orial Hall. Mynydd Liandegai.—28th & 20th May. . n-“.d_.lst oadt
Shilohi Chapel Schoolroom Tregarth.—30th, 31st May
10 am. o 6 pm

NP, School, Glasinfryn.—2nd June.

e ——

HOLYHEAD FOOD CONTROL AREA
at’ the FOOD OFFICE,

10 am. to 4 p.m.

The New
VICTORIA CHAMBERS. HOLY HEAD, 3 B i
Those persons with surnames commencing with the letters A, .
;r'n!x;);-‘fsmcd from Monday, 28th May, to Saturday, 2nd June.

HOURS: 10 am. to 5 pm. Saturday, 10 am. to 1 pm.

BEAUMARIS FOOD CONTROL AREA
Distribution Centre—
LOCAL FOOD OFFICE, CASTLE STREET, BEAUMARIS.
From May 28th—June 30th, 1945.

L10 am—4 Mondays—Fridays.
10 am—12 noon Saturdays.

PWLLHELI BOROUGH FOOD CONTROL AREA
Distribution commences May 28th, 1945.

beginning

with

A—E

P—H

Where te
collect your
Ration

Ration Books will be issued on MONDAY, 28th MAY.

HOLYHEAD WHALER FERRIED
E FIRST TANK OVER PO

(By A Military Observer)

bz. Once harpooning whales in the
Antarctic, Cpl. D. Hughes, 5, Ty npwll
Road, Kingsland, Holyhead, was re-
Z. | cently ferrying tanks and heavy army
lz. vehicles across the River Po. Cpl

Hughes was _one of a crew of army
watermen who ferried the first tank
¢ | across the river. Night and day the:
were working to ensure that armoured
vehicles arrived on the north bank
ol the Po for the final chase of Ger-
| mans from Italy.

Cpl. Hughes, whose father is in th
Merchant Navy, went to sea as a bo

f jand later joined the crew of a Nor

|} weglan whaler He evenfiinliv hecam
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It is now exactly seventy years ago that the

MENAI BRIDGE WAR MEMORIAL War Memorial, to those from Menai
1939 - 1945 Bridge, who were killed in World War II,

Unveiling Ceremony, Armistice Day was unveiled. The unveiling was carried
Saturday, |1th November 1950 at 2.00 p.m. out by two mothers from Menai Bridge;
they each lost two sons in the conflict.

Altogether twenty two servicemen

died: Royal and Merchant Navy 9,
Royal Welsh Fusiliers 5, RASC |,
Royal Pioneer Corps |, Border Regi-
ment |, Royal Corps Signals |, Welsh
Guards |, Grenadier Guards |, RAF
2. (details are taken from the Order of
Service).

A Town Committee had been set up
to consider the nature of the Memori-
al and it was decided that a scroll be
added to the WWI Memorial first
unveiled in 1921. Money was raised
to pay for the Memorial, this time not
by general fundraising, but by direct
subscription as it was thought to be

more appropriate.
A bilingual Service combining all de-

nominations took place with the
benediction given by the Bishop

of Bangor.
Remembrance Services still con-

tinue and it remains a place of
special significance for towns
people and visitors alike, it is a

stunning setting.

Armistice Day Parade in the mid
1960s, showing the now derelict
Chapel and bus stop, since demol-

ished and Parade in Coed Cyrnol.

The British Legion in Menai
Bridge was disbanded in 1989 and
amalgamated with the Bangor
Branch. Photos courtesy of Gwyn
Roberts .

In the photograph: 2nd from right
Joe Evans, 6th George Hudson,
8th Emrys Thomas.

Can you identify others please?
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